














Placing six well-being goals into law, and requiring public 
bodies to apply the sustainable development principle in five 
key ways. 

Putting in place a modern statutory process to plan and 
manage our natural resources in a joined up and 
sustainable way

Improves the existing Planning process to ensure the right 
development is located in the right place 

Well-being of
Future 

Generations
(Wales) Bill

Environment 
(Wales) Bill

Planning 
(Wales) Bill

Legislating for sustainable development to secure the long term well-being of Wales

For Wales to develop sustainably, we need to change the law to put in place the key elements that will enable it to
happen:  
 A clear idea of what we are aiming for and an understanding of the key principles that will guide us; 
 A clear picture of the natural resources we have, the risks they face and the opportunities they provide; and,
 An efficient process that ensures the right development is located in the right place to make it happen. 

The three Bills do this by:
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• The use and resilience of natural resources is reflected 
in the 6 well-being goals

• Natural Resources Wales are one of the 44 identified 
public bodies subject to the sustainable development 
duty and a member of the Future Generations 
Commissioner for Wales’ Advisory Panel. 

• State of Natural Resources Report (SoNaRR) will 
provide the evidence base for our natural resources 
which will inform Public Services Boards’ assessments 
of well-being.

• Natural Resources Wales will be a statutory member of 
all Public Services Boards, supporting partnership 
working across the public sector to maximise their 
contribution to the well-being goals.

• Area statements will identify local needs, opportunities 
and challenges within the context of both natural 
resource management and local well-being plans.

• Natural resource management 
informs priorities and opportunities 
through area-based evidence.

• More consistent, proactive and 
prioritised evidence base for natural 
resource use aligned to national and 
local goals.

• Prioritised opportunities to inform and 
underpin investment decisions and 
ensure the right development, 
supporting positive planning.

• A plan-led system means that Local Planning Authorities need to understand what their communities 
need. Local Planning Authorities will be under a duty to have regard to the ‘local  well-being plan’ 
published by the Public Service Board (PSB)

• Greater development engagement at the pre-application stage will ensure local communities are able 
to engage early on in the planning process to influence development proposals.

• Strategic Development Plans will focus planning for areas with matters of greater than local 
significance.  The key is to focus on areas where development is of a strategic nature.

• The National Development Framework will set out the Welsh Government’s land use priorities.

Linking how we manage the use of our 
land must be done in alongside how we 
manage our natural resources

Our natural resources are essential for us to 
achieve the well-being of a sustainable Wales: 

To help achieve the 
goals we need to 
plan how we use our 
land, and how our 
cities, towns and 
communities change 
over time
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Planning Application Classifications – Thresholds and Criteria

Developments of National Significance (DNS)

Proposed categories and thresholds are listed below.

Application Type Threshold
Underground Gas Storage Facilities not 

constructed by a gas transporter, for the 

storage of gas underground in cavities or 

non porous strata

Working capacity at least 43 million 

standard cubic metres or maximum flow 

rate at least 4.5 million standard cubic 

metres per day. 

Alteration of any type of underground gas

storage facility

Working capacity at least 43 million 

standard cubic metres or maximum flow 

rate at least 4.5 million standard cubic 

metres per day.

LNG Facilities Storage capacity at least 43 million 

standard cubic metres, or maximum flow 

rate at least 4.5 million standard cubic 

metres per day. 

Gas Reception Facilities Where the maximum flow rate is expected 

to exceed 4.5 million standard cubic 

metres per day. 

Pipe-lines constructed by a Gas 

Transporter

Pipelines constructed by a Gas 

Transporter that:

 are more than 800 millimetres in 
diameter and more than 40 kilometres 
in length or would be likely to have a 
significant effect on the environment; 
and

 have a design operating pressure of 
more than 7 bar gauge; and

 convey gas for supply (directly or
indirectly) to at least 50,000 
customers, or potential customers, of 
one or more gas suppliers.

Airport related development and 

construction

Increase capacity by 10 million 

passengers per annum, or over 10,000 air 

transport movement of freight per annum.

Harbour facilities In the case of facilities for container ships: 

anything below 500,000 TEU;
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In the case of ro-ro ships: anything below 

250,000 units;

In the case of facilities for cargo ships of 

any other description, anything below 5 

million tonnes.

In the case of mixed thresholds, the 

cumulative effects falling within the above 

but not greater (anything greater is 

determined under the NSIP regime in 

Wales). 

The above apply unless ‘permitted 

development’ under Classes B & D of Part 

17 of Schedule 2 to the Town and Country 

Planning (General Permitted 

Development) Order 1995. 

Railways Works to the national rail network not 

covered by permitted development rights 

(as contained within Article 3 of the Town 

and Country Planning (General Permitted 

Development) Order 1995); work that is a 

continuous length of more than 2 

kilometres, is not on land that was either 

operational land of a railway undertaker 

immediately before the works began or is 

on land that was acquired at an earlier 

date for the purpose of the works. This 

does not include works that take place on 

the operational land of a railway 

undertaker unless that land was acquired 

for the purpose of those works. 

Rail freight interchanges Interchanges covering at least 60 hectares 

and handling at least 4 goods trains per 

day. 

Dams and reservoirs Capable of holding back or storing in 

excess of 10 million cubic metres of water. 
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Transfer of water resources Capable of transferring in excess of 100 

million cubic metres of water per annum. 

Waste water treatment plant Has a capacity exceeding that which is 

capable of dealing with a population 

equivalent of 500,000.

Hazardous waste facilities Land-fills or deep stores able to handle 

more than 100,000 tonnes per annum; In 

any other case, facilities able to handle 

more than 30,000 tonnes per annum. 

Pipe-lines not constructed by a gas 

transporter

A pipe-line below 16.093 km in length 

wholly or partly in Wales.

Generating stations (onshore) Anything 25 megawatts to 49 megawatts 

inclusive.

Major Developments

Current thresholds and criteria for major development are listed under Article 2 of the Town 

and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012/801 for 

Wales. These thresholds and criteria are listed below. 

Thresholds and Criteria for Major Development

(a) the winning and working of minerals or the use of land for mineral-working deposits (for 

the definition of “mineral-working deposit” see section 336 of the Town and Country Planning 

Act (c.8))

(b) waste development

(c) the provision of dwellinghouses where—

(i) the number of dwellinghouses to be provided is 10 or more; or

(ii) the development is to be carried out on a site having an area of 0.5 hectares or more and 

it is not known whether the development falls within sub-paragraph (c) (i).

(d) the provision of a building or buildings where the floor space to be created by the 

development is 1,000 square metres or more
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(e) development carried out on a site having an area of 1 hectare or more

Local Developments 

A local development is any development proposal that falls below the categories for 

developments of national significance and major development, unless it is defined as 

permitted development. The types of development that comprise of permitted development 

are defined in the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 

1995/418 for Wales (as amended) (link to legislation is as follows: 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1995/418/contents/made).


